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Overview

Innovation in the Global South often challenges conventional frameworks used to analyze
techno-scientific dynamics. While public policies tend to promote formalized models drawn
from Northern experiences, field realities reveal a much more complex and diverse landscape.
In many Southern contexts, innovation is embedded within informal practices, driven by
unconventional actors such as grassroots inventors, community-based groups, informal
entrepreneurs, and networks of indigenous or local knowledge.

Far from being marginal, these informal innovation ecosystems represent creative responses
to local economic, social, and environmental challenges. They embody practices of resilience,
resourcefulness, and transformation that are often overlooked by mainstream innovation
indicators. Informality, long associated with precariousness, is also a fertile ground for
experimentation, skill development, and solution-making tailored to contextual needs (World
Bank, 2022; Thiam, 2018; Njifen, 2014).

In an era marked by ecological, digital, and social transitions, there is a growing need to better
understand these forms of innovation, their drivers, trajectories, and the extent to which they

are acknowledged (or excluded) by institutions and policies.

Suggested Topics (non-exhaustive)

. Innovation dynamics in informal economies

. Knowledge and grassroots innovation

. Gender, youth, and informality in innovation processes

. Digital innovation in unregulated spaces

. Institutions, regulations, and recognition of informal innovation
. Knowledge circulation and learning outside formal systems

. Informality and innovation policy in the Global South

. Methodologies for studying informal innovation
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Submission Guidelines

We invite researchers to submit an extended abstract (between 3,000 and 4,000 characters
including spaces) in English or French. Each proposal must include:

. A title

. Author name(s) and institutional affiliation(s)
. A clearly defined research problem

. Objectives of the paper

. An overview of the methodology

. Expected or observed results

. Bibliographic references

Important Dates

o Deadline for abstract submission: June 15, 2025

. Notification of acceptance: July 10, 2025

. Deadline for full paper submission: September 15, 2025
. Publication date of the special issue: December 2025

Contact and Submission

Proposal must be sent through the following link https://forms.gle/F4ifViW2hakupz8s8
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